A new deep-water catshark of the genus Apristurus Garman, 1913 is described based on nine specimens from the Gulf of Aden in the northwestern Indian Ocean. Apristurus breviventralis sp. nov. belongs to the 'brunneus group' of the genus and is characterized by having pectoral-fin tips reaching beyond the midpoint between the paired fin bases, a much shorter pectoral-pelvic space than the anal-fin base, a low and long-based anal fin, and a first dorsal fin located behind pelvic-fin insertion. The new species most closely resembles the western Atlantic species Apristurus canutus, but is distinguishable in having greater nostril length than internarial width and longer claspers in adult males. Apristurus breviventralis sp. nov. represents the sixth species of Apristurus from the western Indian Ocean and the 38th species globally.
Introduction
The genus Apristurus Garman, 1913 is one of the largest shark genera and its members are found in all oceans except for polar waters on continental slopes, trenches, and submarine ridges in depths of 200-2000 m. Sharks of this genus are characterized by having a slender body, a long, flattened snout, a long anal fin which is separated from the lower caudal fin by a notch, and the absence of distinctly enlarged dermal denticles on the upper margin of the caudal fin.
The taxonomy of the genus was locally or partially revised by Springer (1966 Springer ( , 1979 , Nakaya (1975) , and Cadenat & Blache (1981) , and summarized by Compagno (1984 Compagno ( , 1988 . However, the taxonomy of the genus is still not well resolved despite numerous studies by Nakaya (1988a Nakaya ( , 1988b Nakaya ( , 1989 Nakaya ( , 1991 , Nakaya & Séret (1992 , 2000 , Nakaya & Sato (1998 , 2000 , Nakaya & Stehmann (1998) , Sato et al. (1999 Sato et al. ( , 2008 Sato et al. ( , 2013 , Iglésias et al. (2002 Iglésias et al. ( , 2005a , , Nakaya et al. (2008a Nakaya et al. ( , 2008b , Kawauchi et al. (2008) , Sasahara et al. (2008) , White et al. (2008) , Iglésias (2012) , and Nakaya & Kawauchi (2013) . The genus Apristurus currently comprises 37 valid species, which are divided into three groups, i.e. the long-snouted 'longicephalus' group and the short-snouted 'brunneus' and 'spongiceps' groups . These phenetic groups were later recognized as monophyletic at morphological (Sato 2000) and molecular (Iglésias et al. 2005b ) level, as well as based on egg case morphology (Flammang et al. 2007) . Compared with the species of the 'spongiceps' group, the species of the 'brunneus' group have higher spiral valve counts (13-22 vs. 7-12), longer upper labial furrows than the lower ones, and discontinuous supraorbital sensory canals .
During cruise 17 of the Russian RV 'Vityaz' to the western Indian Ocean in 1988 and 1989, many rare and new deep-water sharks, skates and rays, and chimaeras were collected. Among them, an undescribed species of the genus Apristurus was discovered and is herein described as Apristurus breviventralis sp. nov., which is the sixth 522 mm TL, estuary off Pearl river, South China Sea. SFU D-0161 (paratype of A. acanutus), 520 mm Apristurus cf. platyrhynchus: 1 specimen. ZMH 26051, adult male, 710 mm TL, Madagascar Ridge, 33°01.6'S, 44°49.2'E-33°04'S, 44°49.1'E, 9 Dec 1988, 1090-1100 m depth.
Apristurus sp.: 3 specimens. ZMH 25599, 2 females, 299-335 mm TL, off Madagascar, 22°17'4"S, 42°50'5"E-22°22'6"S, 42°52'E, 3 Dec 1988, 1380-1450 m depth; ZMH 26052, juvenile female, 245 mm TL, off Mozambique, 25°13'9"S, 35°32'1"E-25°18'S, 35°27'5"E, 25 Nov 1988, 980-1000 m depth.
